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Welcome! We are thrilled to be gathering with you for our second year of “Stories of 
Resistance, Resurgence, and Resilience in Nogojiwanong/Peterborough.” This multi-year 
project aims to document an oral history of “activisms” in our community, creating a dynamic 
archive that will hold and tell our diverse stories of working for change. By “activisms” we are 
referring to the multiple and diverse ways people work for change, including through protest, 
rally, advocacy, community organizing, arts-based interventions, ceremony, cultural learning, 
performance, land-based practices, and the list goes on. This fall you are part of our second 
round of intergenerational storytelling workshops. Our goals are two-fold: (1) to co-create a 
series of short videos (media capsules or digital stories) that record our diverse stories of 
activisms and social change work, and (2) to make and strengthen our connections with each 
other, recognizing that these connections are themselves part of working toward a world that 
is a little fairer and safer for all.  

The project will not only build on a library of social change stories, but it will also help build 
community – across generations and movements. Each fall we will aim to gather together 
another group of local change-makers and students across generations to add to this activist 
biography series. Thank you for agreeing to be part of this year’s storytellers! This work is part 
of my larger program of research, called Aging Activisms (www.agingactivisms.org), and part 
of a course I am teaching on activisms (WMST 4122H). This year we are working in 
collaboration with the Kawartha World Issues Centre (KWIC).  

A few words of gratitude and thanks: We will be gathering on the territory of the Mississauga 
Anishinaabe, in the territory covered by the Williams Treaties. As someone whose ancestral 
roots lay in Eastern Europe, I am grateful to be living, raising children, teaching, and working 
for change on this land. I would like to thank Melissa Baldwin, Emma Langley, Heidi Burns, and 
Anisah Madden for their immense contribution to the organization of this workshop, and 
Ziysah von Bieberstein, Jenn Cole, Maddy Macnab, Mehrangiz Monsef and Melissa Hunt for 
helping out with facilitation. We could not have pulled this off without the support of Sadleir 
House and Matt Jarvis. Huge thanks also go out to Food Not Bombs for the awesome food, 
Renegade Apparel for the great buttons, Ben Hodson for the Aging Activisms design, my 
incredibly motivated, caring, and compassionate class of students in WMST 4122H (who are 
our interviewers and photographers), Hummingbird Chocolate Makers, the Department of 
Gender and Women’s Studies/Trent University, the Trent Centre for Aging and Society, the 
Canada Research Chairs program, and many others.  
 
Most of all, I would like to thank each of YOU. Thank you so much for being part of this, for 
sharing your experiences, and for all that you do toward creating a fairer, more 
compassionate, and more sustainable world.  

May Chazan 
Canada Research Chair in Gender and Feminist Studies, Department of Gender and Women’s 
Studies, Trent University 

  

http://www.agingactivisms.org/
http://www.agingactivisms.org/
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Program Monday October 30 
Activist Cabaret & Roundtable 

Sadleir House 

10:45 - 11:10  registration, mingling and refreshments 

11:10 - 11:15 opening: Elder Shirley Williams Pheasant (Lecture Hall) 

11:15 - 11:25 words of welcome: May Chazan (Lecture Hall) 

11:25 - 12:00 intergenerational activist cabaret! MC: Melissa Baldwin 

11:25 - 11:35 Lynn Gehl & short films  

11:35 - 11:45 Tasha Beeds & short film 

11:45 - 11:55 spoken word | Niambi Leigh  

11:55 - 12:05 songs of protest | Peterborough Raging Grannies 

12:00 - 12:30 light lunch/snacks (Hobbs Library) 

12:35 - 1:15 activist round table (Hobbs Library) 

12:35-12:40 ice breaker | anya gwynne 

12:40-12:50 diversity welcome | May Chazan  

12:50-01:15 politicizing moment | Maddy Macnab 

1:15 - 2:00 breakout: getting to know your recording groups 

 

Program Monday November 6 
Digital Storytelling Workshop 

Sadleir House 

10:45 - 11:10 mingling and refreshments 

11:10 - 11:25  opening | Audrey Kewaquom Caskanette  

11:25 - 11:30  agenda for the day: May Chazan 

11:30 - 1:00 breakout: recording sessions 

1:00 - 1:30 light lunch/snacks 
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Recording Groups 
** Please note that interviewers/photographers may change slightly ** 

 

Lecture Hall 
STORYTELLER INTERVIEWER PHOTOGRAPHER CO-FACILITATORS 

Mauricio Interiano Emma Langley Claire Crompton 

Emma Langley & 
Heidi Burns 

anya gwynne Ev Smith Amanda Reed 

Jo Hayward-Haines Tasha Hildebrand Ev Smith 

 

Hobbs Library 
STORYTELLER INTERVIEWER PHOTOGRAPHER CO-FACILITATORS 

Audrey Kewquom-Caskanette Maddy Macnab Kate Malcolm 

Emma Langley & 
Mehrangiz Monsef 

Melodie McCullough Mary Bartram-Hollingworth Ann-Majella McKelvie 

Maddy Macnab Kate Malcolm Mary Bartram-Hollingworth 

 

Common Room 
STORYTELLER INTERVIEWER PHOTOGRAPHER CO-FACILITATORS 

Lynn Gehl Melissa Baldwin Mackenzie Mofford 

Melissa Baldwin & 
Ziysah von Bieberstein 

Niambi Leigh Hannah Collins Evee Nsitem 

Sheila Nabigon-Howlett Mackenzie Mofford Jessica Scott 

 

Media Lab 
STORYTELLER INTERVIEWER PHOTOGRAPHER CO-FACILITATORS 

Tasha Beeds Melissa Hunt Lindsay Yates 

Melissa Hunt & 
Jenn Cole 

Shegufa Merchant Mel Lusted Sarah Brouse 

Joelle Favreau Alana Parisien Mel Lusted 
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Media Show and Community Feast! 

Sadleir House 
 

10:45 - 2:00 Feast and Festivities  
 
Come and celebrate what we have made together! Everyone is invited back to 
the screening of the final videos and to share in a celebratory feast! 
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We are starting from the idea that we are all the “experts” of our own lives, and that we 
all are involved in social change work (whether we identify as “activists” or not, and 
whether we have been at it for five or 45 years). We are also starting from the idea that 
there is value in creating digital stories of our activist histories, both as an archive of the 
work we do and have done, and as a process that involves intergenerational, academic-
community collaboration. 

On November 6th, we will ask you to share your stories of activism. You will be 
interviewed by a student; while this conversation is underway, you will be photographed 
by another student. There is no specific skill required – all you need is willingness to share 
your stories. There are no right or wrong answers. 

Feel free to prepare your answers in advance of being interviewed if you would like. The 
following questions will guide our interviews. Given that these are going to be short 
“capsules,” we ask that you think in advance about how you might answer each of these 
in about 2 minutes per question: 

 What drew you into the work of social change in your life and specifically in this 

community? 

 Is there a moment or event in Nogojiwanong/Peterborough that you would define 
as a changing point in your work for social change? Tell us about it.  

 Has your activism changed at different times in your life? In what ways? 

 What has sustained you in your work for change in this community? 

 What form/s does your activism currently take in this community? Is there an area 
of social change work that you feel is underrepresented in Nogo/Ptbo? 
 

More on the recording sessions: Interviews will happen in groups of three (storyteller, 
interviewer, and photographer). We will be working in four rooms concurrently. In each 
room three (or four) interviews will be recorded, so three (or four) groups will share a 
space together. This means that while the first group is working, the other two groups 
will watch and listen, and so on. From previous workshops, we suspect that you will enjoy 
watching and listening as other groups engage in this process. It is fascinating.  

Once all three groups in your room have had a chance to record and photograph their 
interviews, we will ask you to fill in a sheet with some of your reflections on the process, 
to help us track how this went for you. Each interview should take approximately 15-20 
minutes. Because you will almost certainly be photographed, we ask that you please 
wear brighter colours if possible. If there are a few “artifacts” or interesting looking 
mementos you would like to bring to have photographed as part of your media capsule, 
please feel free. 
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Tasha Beeds 
tansi niya nêhiyaw iskwêw êkwa ka-pimotêt askiy iskwêw nitisiyihkâson, ohci niya paskwâwiyiniw, 
apihtawikosisan, nêwo-nakiwin, ostêsimâwasinahikan nikotwâsik nêhiyawaskiy kisiskâciwan ohci 
niya, maskwa nitotêm êkwa ikwâni kisipayiw ita kitâ âniskotâyân nikiskîyîtamowin kâ miyikawiyân 
midewayan, Minweyweywigaan Lodge, Okwewanashko-ziibing. 

Hello I am a Plains Cree woman (and while my English name is Tasha Beeds), my nêhiyaw name is 
Walking Earth Woman and I am from the Plains Cree territories of Treaty 6 and the Métis territory of 
Mont Nebo, Saskatchewan. I am Bear Clan and I am moving towards my second degree as 
Midewiwin in Minweyweywigaan Lodge, Roseau River Manitoba. I am dedicated to moving in 
Ceremony for the Water and for the continual resurgence and revitalization of Indigenous thought, 
knowledges, and sovereignty in all forms. I am a Professor and PhD Candidate in Indigenous Studies.  

Joëlle Favreau 
My very early struggles with the gender identity that was assigned to me propelled me into a long 
journey, navigating other intersecting identities – white, queer, francophone, living with a disability. 
This is most likely why I became increasingly drawn to issues related to equity and belonging. Not 
only have they impacted my personal life, they have also carved my professional travels. While my 
departure from ‘home’ was deliberate, my arrival in Nogojiwanong / Peterborough was rather 
accidental but maybe fortuitous... 

Lynn Gehl 
Lynn Gehl is an Algonquin Anishinaabe-kwe from the Ottawa River Valley, although due to Canada’s 
need to clear the land of Indigenous Nations she was born and grew up in Toronto. She studied 
chemical technology at college and worked for years in the environmental science field. Her 
undergraduate studies were in psychology and cultural anthropology. In her master’s thesis, which 
focused on the impact of identity denial, she developed disenfranchised spirit, a model and a 
theory; while in her doctoral dissertation focussing on the Ontario Algonquin land claim process she 
developed Debwewin Journey, an ancient model and theory, as her methodology, thus clearly 
producing Indigenous knowledge. Today Lynn places ancient Anishinaabeg knowledge at the core 
of what she learns, thinks about, and does. She has a rare form of blindness, which creates many 
judgements and barriers yet at the same time increases her ability to think critically. 

anya gwynne 
anya gwynne is a writer, performance artist and troublemaker in Peterborough, ON. They have an 
honours degree in English Literature and Cultural studies and a background in expressive arts. They 
currently facilitate the Rainbow Youth Program at PARN-Your Community AIDS Resource Network 
and work to develop opportunities to increase the support, visibility and safety of LGBTQ+ youth. 
anya presents dynamic workshops on several topics including sexual orientation, gender identity, 
self advocacy and the development of accountable spaces. 

Jo Hayward-Haines 
Mother of three, grandmother of four. Teacher and artist. Since childhood I have been conscious of 
the possibilities in synchronicity so I skirt around hindrances. With my spiritual mentor and friends I 
established a school for untouchables in India. Then, in Northern Ontario, seeing an abandoned 
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nunnery I developed a bilingual arts centre. For the Victoria Peace Project we knocked on doors, left 
flyers, collected string/yarn/ribbon and wove a tapestry of Peace. Here in Peterborough there are 
too many realizations to mention, except for the Peterborough Pollinators. Check out the buss!. 
www.peterboroughpollinators.com. Born in Belfast, Maine USA. Dual Canadian/American citizen. 
B.A. from Brown University and the Rhode Island School of Design. 

Mauricio Interiano 

Originally from Honduras, Mauricio Interiano first came to Canada in 2010 to get his IB Diploma at 
UWC Pearson College. He completed his B.A. Hons in International Development and Sociology at 
Trent University in 2016, where he was actively engaged in various clubs, groups, and initiatives - 
notably the annual Trent Community Movements Conference, which brings together students, 
scholars, and community members to share insights on a development-related topic such as 
migration, climate change, and resource extraction. Mauricio is currently working as the Community 
Outreach Development Manager at Trent Radio. As an activist, volunteer, writer, translator, host, 
and media aficionado Mauricio strives to advocate for social justice. 

Audrey Kewaquom-Caskanette, Saugeen Anishinaabe  
Grandmother and Community Helper since 1995 to the present day. Involved in the community 
rejuvenation of the Anishinaabe-wag (Anishinaabe-people). Four children, eight grandchildren; 
walking together in life with Jack for forty-nine and a half years. The Creator loves us all. 

Niambi Leigh 

Born in Jamaica, Niambi is a Peterborough based poet whose work explores the intersectionality 
between race, gender and mental illnesses. Their work is lyrical, deeply felt and rooted in 
storytelling. Niambi is a poet who reminds you that even the act of breathing is an expression of 
strength. They are a four-time member of the Peterborough Poetry Slam Team as well as the 
current individual grand slam champion, and traveled with the team to perform at the Canadian 
Festival of Spoken word in Victoria, Saskatoon and Winnipeg where they distinguished themselves 
as a poet on the rise. 

Melodie McCullough 
I am a descendant of Irish immigrant settler farmers of the Ottawa Valley, and have lived in 
Nogo/Ptbo for the last 33 years. I somehow managed to raise three socially active children, and 
now, at age 60, I am following in their footsteps in an attempt to be a "somewhat" activist. I am the 
editor/publisher of JOURNEY Magazine Ptbo, and I volunteer with Red Pashmina Inc., Canadian 
Women for Women in Afghanistan, and a Syrian refugee family. I operate This Old Flame which is a 
beeswax candle business, and I play bassoon in the Kawartha Community Orchestra.  

Dr. Shegufa Merchant 
Dr. Shegufa Merchant believes in being a learner for life! And she accomplishes this task through 
being involved in various activities that allow her that opportunity to learn. Shegufa has been in the 
field of Academics for over a decade with prior international experience in India and Kuwait. She 
recently completed her PhD from Trent University in Biomaterials and is currently a Course 
Instructor at Trent.  Shegufa is also a member of the Abraham Festival committee which has worked 
for the past 14 years in Peterborough to ‘demystify the other’ and promote interfaith dialogue. 
Shegufa is a Motivational Speaker and has conducted various workshops geared towards personal 
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growth of youth, women and seniors in Kuwait, Mississauga and Peterborough and for newcomers 
to Canada in Mississauga.  

Sheila Nabigon-Howlett 

Sheila Nabigon-Howlett is a social justice activist living in Peterborough for the last 46 years. A 
retired teacher, she has attached herself to movements that seek lasting social change like the 
Council of Canadians, Truth and Reconciliation (through the local Kawartha TRC Support Group), the 
peace movement and anti-poverty initiatives like the present one in Peterborough, “Bridges out of 
Poverty”. Sheila believes in solidarity with like-minded allies, in networking, in taking risks for an 
ideal or a cause- at every step a purpose in life. 

Maddy Macnab 
Maddy Macnab is a Master's student at the Frost Centre for Canadian & Indigenous Studies at Trent 
University in Nogojiwanong/Peterborough, and a settler Canadian who grew up in Toronto. She is 
working on a community-based oral history project bringing together diverse local perspectives on 
the origins and early years of the New Canadians Centre, an immigrant-serving organization in 
Nogojiwanong/Peterborough founded in the late 1970s. Her research asks questions about home, 
belonging and the politics of welcome. In addition to her affiliation with the Aging Activisms 
collective, Maddy has also been involved in migrant justice organizing locally, and has dabbled in 
community radio, bringing intergenerational dialogues about social change to the airwaves with 
Melissa Baldwin on the radio show Aging Radically.  

 

Cabaret Performers 
Lynn Gehl 

See Lynn’s bio above, under “storytellers”.  

Tasha Beeds 

See Tasha’s bio above, under “storytellers”.  

Niambi Leigh 

See Niambi’s bio above, under “storytellers”.  

Peterborough Raging Grannies 

The Raging Grannies write their own material – satirical lyrics set to familiar melodies. Dressed in 
eye-catching hats and wild “Granny” clothes, they sing wherever and whenever they can: at peace 
and environment rallies, in schools, in places where the public congregates. The Raging Grannies 
dedicate their efforts to the children of the world, so that they may live in a world of peace and 
harmony, safe from war and pollution. 

 
Interviewers & Photographers 
Mary Bartram-Hollingworth  
My name is Mary and I am a fourth year Trent University student that is in the Concurrent Education 
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program majoring in Cultural Studies. I have always enjoyed gender and women studies courses as it 
has expanded the knowledge of our world and the various inequalities and the ways in which we 
can fight against those inequalities through feminism. I’m looking forward to becoming a teacher as 
I can educate the younger generations about our gendered world and how to push against the 
social and gendered boundaries. 

Sarah Brouse 
My name is Sarah Brouse and I am currently in my fourth year at Trent University. In the early years 
of my journey at Trent University I started majoring in Psychology, and it wasn’t until second year 
that I discovered my passion for studying Gender and Women studies. I have always wanted to be 
an elementary school teacher and I believe that majoring in Gender and Women studies truly allows 
me to educate young children, and guide them to be the best contributing member of society that 
they can be.  

Hannah Collins 
Hannah Collins is a fourth year Gender and Women’s Studies major at Trent. She’s an educator 
who’s taught workshops on gender, sexuality, consent, feminism, and sometimes even punk rock. 
She has a strong passion for both community building and pop culture. She sits on the Sadleir House 
board of directors, volunteered with RC4G* Peterborough, is a volunteer operator at Trent Radio, 
and will be joining Trent Film Society in the winter. You can usually find her at The Only talking about 
feminist film theory or her porcelain doll collection. 
Bachelor of Arts in Gender and Women's Studies, Trent University, Nogojiwanong/Peterborough, 
Ontario  

Pronouns: She/Her 

Claire Crompton 
Claire Crompton is a third year International Development and Canadian Studies student at Trent 
University. Many classes under the development program study activism in a global context, more 
specific to developing countries. By having family members working in developing countries, she 
has been inspired to volunteer and work towards change. Claire is very interested in learning more 
about activism within Canada. By studying local activism, she is hoping to become more involved 
within the Peterborough community. She always has a smile on her face and remains positive and 
looks forward to seeing the results. 

Natasha Hildebrand  
Natasha Hildebrand is a third year International Development and Gender and Women's Studies 
student at Trent University. Over the past two years Natasha has studied the importance of 
feminism both nationally and globally. She is inspired by the power of the individual and their role as 
progressive movers of change and is interested in studying these activisms and finding ways to 
become more involved in the community. 

Mel J Lusted 
Mel moved to Nogojiwanong/Peterborough 2 years ago to come to Trent where she is now a third-
year student pursuing an Honours BA in Sociology and Gender & Women's Studies. She's 26, a single 
mum of 2, and has interests in anti-poverty, food security, criminalization, and social justice and 
community-based work. Mel also works part-time at the Seasoned Spoon, the Kawartha 
Environment Centre, as a Research Assistant for the Sociology department at Trent and volunteer 
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with Food Not Bombs. Prior to relocating, Mel graduated from an adult, alternative highschool 
while pregnant with her son, took her Social Service Worker diploma and did work with the CMHA, a 
Sexual Assault Centre, and Habitat for Humanity.  

Kathryn Malcolm 
Kathryn Malcolm is an undergraduate student with a major in Gender and Women’s Studies and a 
minor in English Literature at Trent University. Kathryn’s areas of interest include unpacking gender 
identity both within and outside of the transgender community, as well as researching queer 
activisms. Kathryn graduated the chef skills training program at Loyalist College previously, and 
plans to attend George Brown after graduating from Trent to take the Assaulted Women’s and 
Children’s Counsellor/Advocate program. With both of these in mind, a recent interest of Kathryn’s 
is the crossover between assuring women and children who are dealing with the fallout from 
assault and how important a role food and hunger can play in that; particularly with ensuring that 
these women and children have a reliable source of food when dealing with situations like domestic 
abuse and needing to find shelter elsewhere. 

Ann-Majella McKelvie 
Ann-Majella is a fourth-year student at Trent University in the Gender and Women's Studies 
program. Her main focus and passion in her degree are politics and political advocacy and the role it 
plays in Gender and Feminist Thought. She is also massively involved at Trent University and is the 
current Prime Minister of Lady Eaton College Cabinet. She hopes to continue her studies and focus a 
lot on student leadership, student engagement, and political advocacy.  

MacKenzie Mofford  
I am a third year student of International Development Studies at Trent University with plans to 
pursue a joint major or minor in Gender and Women's Studies. I love the outdoors and enjoy hiking, 
fishing and four wheeling adventures with my boyfriend Paul. I am from a small Ontario town called 
Beeton where I work part time job as a cashier at our local Foodland and LCBO. I like working there 
because everyone knows each other and the people are very nice. I enjoy volunteering in my 
community as well, having served as the vice president of the social justice club in high school, 
coaching sports, helping with the food drive and planting trees. One of the biggest projects I 
volunteered with a small group from Canada and the U.S. in the remote community Mondana, 
Ecuador located in the Amazon Jungle to assist in building a school. Our small group of volunteers 
formed a close bond with community members during this time. I came home from that trip, my life 
turned upside down, realizing I wanted to help make a real change in the world. In this research 
course, I hope to meet a lot of passionate folks and I look forward to learning from the stories, 
struggles and experiences of community members of all ages. I cannot wait to be a part of this 
project! 

Evee Nsitem  
Evee is a fourth year Gender and Women Studies’ undergraduate at Trent University. She strives to 
help spread awareness of social movements that are based in feminism and concerned with 
patriarchy. Her confidence and attitude creates a positive atmosphere that allows others to engage 
in friendly interactions amongst one another. Evee uses her voice to address contemporary 
inequalities faced by many in order to help shape a better society.  
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Alana Parisien 
I am a 3rd year Trent student, advocate, feminist and mother. I am very excited to be a part of this 
project! 

Amanda Reed 

Amanda is joint majoring in Gender Studies and English and is in her fourth year at Trent. She has an 
interest in activisms through written communication and has had articles published in various 
independent newspapers and magazines. She is currently one of the writers for the Ontario Parks 
blog and hopes to find a way to help people through telling their stories. She is excited to take 
photos today and to hear about everyone's unique experiences. 

Jessica Scott  
Hello! I am currently a fourth-year student at Trent University, pursuing my degree in Sociology and 
Gender & Women’s Studies. I love video games, exploring the outdoors, and all things cat-related. 
I’m very interested in learning more about the many different activisms, as well as developing my 
knowledge and efforts towards producing social change. 

Ev Smith 
I first became concerned with feminism and social change from a young age and folks were calling 
me a feminist before I knew what it meant. I am in my fourth year at Trent University, but this is my 
third year as a Gender and Women’s studies student. I began my academic career in Psychology as I 
want to help people, but I think I can make more of a difference through feminism and social 
change. I am interested in systemic power systems, LGBTQ (+) rights, and accessible sexual 
education. When I am not attending classes my interests include video games, art, and reading. 

Lindsay Yates 
Lindsay is a 4th year student of a joint major in media studies and gender studies at Trent University. 
She is passionate about social justice issues regarding reproductive rights, sexual education, racism, 
and gender identity. She is currently co-chairing the 40th anniversary gala of the Kawartha Sexual 
Assault Center and starting up a campus series entitled EqualiTea which will bring in speakers on 
different social justice issues. Lindsay hopes to pursue a career in activism after completing her 
degree in April. 

 

 
 

May Chazan 
May Chazan is a Canada Research Chair in Gender and Feminist Studies and a faculty member in 
Gender and Women’s Studies at Trent University. She is also on the Executive Committee of the 
Trent Centre for Aging and Society. Chazan is inspired by how social justice movements form, 
operate, and generate change, and by how, across enormous differences in power, privilege, and 
worldview, alliances are forged and maintained. She is particularly intrigued by the roles older 
women play in these activist movements. Chazan’s award-winning research with grandmother 
caregivers in South Africa, which documented their mobilizations in response to the devastating 
impacts of HIV/AIDS in their communities and their connections to Canadian solidarity efforts, was 
published in 2015 as The Grandmothers’ Movement: Solidarity and Survival in the Time of AIDS 
(McGill-Queen’s University Press). Her community-engaged scholarship has been recognized 
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through the Royal Society of Canada’s Alice Wilson Award, the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council (SSHRC) Postdoctoral Prize, and induction into the Grandmother’s Advocacy 
Network’s ‘Order of GRAN’. Chazan takes an interest in critical feminist and social justice studies 
broadly; as a Trudeau Foundation Scholar (2006-2011), she co-edited the volume Home and Native 
Land: Unsettling Multiculturalism in Canada (Between the Lines Press, 2011). 

Melissa Baldwin 
Melissa Baldwin just completed an MA in Canadian and Indigenous Studies at Trent University. 
Melissa's MA research looks the Peterborough Poetry Slam as a resistant space-making. Along with 
Maddy Macnab, Melissa also co-hosted a radio show called Aging Radically on Trent Community 
Radio, creating spaces for intergenerational conversations about activism across people’s lives. As a 
settler Canadian, Melissa is grateful to be living, learning, loving, growing, and rabble-rousing in 
Michi Saagiig Anishinaabe territory.  

Ziysah von Bieberstein 
With family lines stemming from Jewish communities in Poland and Lithuania, Ziysah von 
Bieberstein is grateful to be raising children, stringing together words, and nurturing relationships 
with and on Michi Saagiig Anishinaabe territory in Nogojiwanong. Ziysah studied Equity Studies at 
Trent, but draws most learning from oral teachings and children's wisdom. As a spoken word artist, 
Ziysah has performed, competed, and led workshop across Turtle Island. Ziy organizes events like 
Beats 4 Justice! and Solidarity Weekend, and has had the great privilege of directing inspiring 
organizations like the New Canadians Centre, the ReFrame Film Festival and the Kawartha World 
Issues Centre. Ziy is committed to transformation and healing through social justice, queer 
consciousness and decolonization.  

Jenn Cole 
Jenn Cole (Kiji Sibi Watershed) is a mixed-ancestry Algonquin scholar and performance artist. She is 
passionate about teaching performance and creative expression as research and scholarship 
practices. She writes about the activist elements of intimacy created by imperfect storytelling and 
feminist performance adaptations, while her performance practice explores storytelling, trans-
generational autobiography, and the sharing of food together as an expression of vulnerability and 
relational exchange that is pivotal as we try to cultivate a sense of home. 

Melissa Hunt  
I recently graduated from Trent University with a Joint Major in Business Administration and Gender 
Studies. I couldn’t have imagined my good fortune to learn the importance of engaging in activism 
in a meaningful, constructive, way. While I’m still trying to figure out my relationship with the word 
‘activism’, my final undergraduate year helped me gain some direction, and I believe that direction 
will shape how I continue to understand what activism looks like. Understanding that different 
moments can come together to make meaningful stories, stories that can transforms into moments 
of activism, encourages me to reflect on the moments in my life that led me to this point and how 
they interact with those around me. I recognize that I have considerable privilege that allows me to 
navigate Canadian institutions with relative ease, and remain committed to using that privilege to 
make spaces for voices that are often left out of the mainstream narrative and to help create 
positive change in our community. 
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Emma Langley 
Emma Langley is a graduate student in Sustainability Studies at Trent University. Emma is part of the 
Aging Activisms steering committee and is an organizer with the Make Trent Safe campaign. For her 
Master’s research, Emma is grateful to be collaborating with May Chazan and Jean Koning on a life 
history and archival project about Jean’s life work. Emma is a Settler Canadian and grew up in 
Glenburnie and Kingston, Ontario. 

Maddy Macnab 
Maddy Macnab is a Master's student at the Frost Centre for Canadian & Indigenous Studies at Trent 
University in Nogojiwanong/Peterborough, and a settler Canadian who grew up in Toronto. She is 
working on a community-based oral history project bringing together diverse local perspectives on 
the origins and early years of the New Canadians Centre, an immigrant-serving organization in 
Nogojiwanong/Peterborough founded in the late 1970s. Her research asks questions about home, 
belonging and the politics of welcome. In addition to her affiliation with the Aging Activisms 
collective, Maddy has also been involved in migrant justice organizing locally, and has dabbled in 
community radio, bringing intergenerational dialogues about social change to the airwaves with 
Melissa Baldwin on the radio show Aging Radically.  

Mehrangiz Monsef 

Mehrangiz is currently living in Nogojiwanong (the place at the end of the rapids) with her ancestral 
roots in Afghanistan and Iran. She loves and gathers inspiration from being among youth from all 
nations engaging in transformation work, her little nieces, her family, her partner and loved ones.  
Mehrangiz is the founder and co-coordinator of the Nogojiwanong Youth Solidarity Initiative, which 
aims to build community and understanding between Indigenous and Newcomer/Immigrant youth 
as they “make the connections while honoring the differences!”*, as folks come to understand their 
relationship/responsibility with reconciliation on Turtle Island presently. (*Motto for the 
Nogojiwanong Youth Solidarity Initiative, words borrowed from Lee Maracle). Mehrangiz is 
determined to learn more about her ancestral roots from across the ocean and to contribute to her 
nation’s transformation! 
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